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 President McKinley welcomes 1st South Dakota Infantry 

Soldiers home to Aberdeen 

 
 

 
The President of the United States, William McKinley, arrived in Aberdeen, South Dakota to greet the 

soldiers of the 1st South Dakota Infantry on their return from the Philippines.  An estimated 20,000 

people gathered as McKinley gave a short speech and praised the South Dakota soldiers for their part in 

the Spanish American War and the Philippine Insurrection. 

 

On April 24, 1898 the Spanish-American War began.  The South Dakota volunteers mobilized on May 19, 

1898 in Sioux Falls.  From Sioux Falls the regiment moved to San Francisco, CA for validation.  They then 

sailed to the Spanish Philippine Islands, arriving on August 25, 1898.   

 

By the time the regiment arrived in the Philippines the Spanish-American War was over and the South 

Dakota Infantry was assigned to guard duty in Manila.  On February 4, 1899 the Philippine Insurrection 

broke out.  From that date until August 5 the 1st South Dakota fought with distinction against the 
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insurrectionist forces.  During the fighting the regiment suffered heavy casualties, including 27 soldiers 

killed in action and 93 more wounded. 

 

The 1st South Dakota Infantry Regiment's 126 consecutive days under fire led General Arthur 

MacArthur, commander of the division in which the regiment served and father of Douglas MacArthur, 

to say "The record of the South Dakota regiment has no parallel in military history, so far as I know." 

 

It was therefore fitting that President William McKinley was present in person in Aberdeen on October 

14, 1899 to welcome the regiment home and convey to the men the appreciation of the nation for the 

service they had rendered during a time of need in their country's history. 
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